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Trick-or-treat, and your papers, please The Boston Slobe
By Thanassis Cambanis, Globe Staff, 10/24/2003

ATKINSON, N.H. — Philip V. Consentino insists he has no problems with carpetbaggers from the
Commonwealth.

But as police chief of this cozy one-store town nestling the Massachusetts border, Consentino says that he
has a duty to keep Halloween safe for the children and that the biggest threat he sees are residents from
neighboring Haverhill, who weathered a three-decade Halloween ban by trick-or-treating in nearby

communities like Atkinson.

Consentino toid the Lawrence Eagle-Tribune this week that on Halloween police would stop trick-or-treaters at
the state line: "If they're Massachusetts-registered vehicles, we would just politely ask them not to trick or treat
in our town." The comment has provoked an uproar from residents on both sides of the border.

"Who are they to say who comes and goes?" said Megan Fitzpatrick, holding her 5-year-old daughter's hand
outside Walnut Square Elementary School on Haverhiil's Main Street, less than a mile from the Atkinson town
line. "We're planning to trick or treat with friends in Atkinson this year. | don't care if they don't want us."”

The border towns surrounding Atkinson are steeped in Halloween lore, inspired partly by their proximity to that
witchcraft center, Salem, Mass. Despite Consentino's professed suspicion of his Massachusetts neighbors,
area residents barely notice the town and state borders running through what is, for practical purposes, one

continuous settlement.

't check license plates. As long as out-of-towners park their cars and trick-or-treat on foot,
Consentino said, "we're not going to send kids home crying.” Atkinson (popuiation 6,200) boasts a new Town
Hall, a police station, and a single place to shop, the historic Atkinson Village Store, built before 1912.

"You come up from Massachusetts, and we expect you to live by our rules," said Consentino, 63. "Once in a
while we get a carload of kids from Massachusetts with toilet paper and eggs, and we say to go away."

But Cynthia Fleming, an Atkinson realtor, said she was aghast at anyone wanting to keep Bay State residents
away. Every year, cars from Massachusetts park in her yard on Halloween night, she said.

"They're just parents who want to bring their kids to a safe place," F leming said. "And if there's . . . vandalism, |
bet you it's locals.”

The Halloween ban in Haverhill (population: 56,500), which dates to the early 1970s, has fueled the dispute.
Residents successfully petitioned for the holiday's return in 1998, but by then were accustomed to trick-or-
treating in nearby towns like Methuen and across the border in Atkinson and Plaistow, N.H.

Town officials still limit trick-or-treating for safety reasons, said Sergeant John Arahovites, a Haverhill police
spokesman. This year Haverhill scheduled Halloween for Saturday, Nov. 1, from 5to 7 p.m., an unpopular
move, Arahovites acknowledged, because people like to celebrate on Oct. 31.

But he laughed at Atkinson's idea of barring outsiders. "We couldn't tie up all our detectives and officers
checking to see what state people are from," Arahovites said. "You can't do trick-or-treat profiling or any kind
of profiling. This is America."

At the Walnut Square school in Haverhill, parents picking up children after school were abuzz about
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Consentino's comment.

"l think it's absurd," said Robin Costello. For Halloween, she has a pumpkin costume, and her daughter
Tiffany, 5, will dress up as Minnie Mouse. New Hampshire officials don't seem to mind when people cross the
border to shop, Costello said, so why should Halloween be different.

"They don't want derelicts coming to their quiet town? It's a free country,” she said.

After fielding phone calls from residents and news media for two days, Consentino made it clear that he didn't
like the publicity his Halloween policy has provoked.

“This is so stupid," Consentino told a pair of television reporters in the police station lobby as he refused to go
on camera. "It's going to get out of hand and make Atkinson look like the big, bad town."

Thanassis Cambanis can be reached at tcambanis@globe.com.
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